
  
 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 
  

 
  

  
 

      
 
 

 
 

  
     

    
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

  
   

   
 

   
 

  
   

 
     

   
    

 

 
  

     
   

 
 

 

 
  

 
    

Rick Scott
Mission: Governor
To protect, promote & improve the health
of all people in Florida through integrated Celeste Philip, MD, MPHstate, county & community efforts.

State Surgeon General & Secretary

Vision: To be the Healthiest State in the Nation

August 3, 2016

Dear Biomedical Waste Generator: 

The Department of Health (Department) is aware that some biomedical waste generators use biomedical 
waste mail back systems that are marketed for the disposal of sharps and non-sharp biomedical waste. 
While some of these systems meet the requirements of Chapter 64E-16 of the Florida Administrative Code, 
others do not. It is important that you ensure that any mail back system utilized by you complies with the 
requirements specified in Chapter 64E-16 of the Florida Administrative Code. These requirements include: 

1. 	 Sharps containers, red bags, and outer containers used for shipping the biomedical waste shall be
labeled with the international biological hazard symbol and one of the following phrases: 
“BIOMEDICAL WASTE," "BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE,'' "BIOHAZARD," "INFECTIOUS WASTE,'' or
"INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCE" in accordance with Rules 64E-16.004(4)(b) and (e) of the Florida
Administrative Code. 

2. 	 Biomedical waste bags provided by the vendor meet the following physical properties in accordance 
with Rule 64E-16.004(c) of the Florida Administrative Code: 

a. 	 Impact resistance of 165 grams and tearing resistance of 480 grams, which shall be
determined by using ASTM D-1709-91 and ASTM D-1922-89, respectively. 

b. 	 Incidental sum concentrations of lead, mercury, hexavalent chromium and cadmium shall be 
no greater than 100 ppm for dyes used in the coloration of bags. 

3. 	 Biomedical waste bags and sharps containers shall be labeled with the generator's name and address 
prior to offsite transport in accordance with Rule 64E-16.005(1) of the Florida Administrative Code. 

4. 	 Mail back system is transported by the United States Postal Service (USPS®) or a Department
registered biomedical waste transporter in accordance with Rule 64E-16.006(1) of the Florida
Administrative Code. Please note that commercial couriers such as the United Parcel Service (UPS®)
and Fed Ex® do not transport regulated medical waste and are not registered with the Department to
transport biomedical waste. 

Should you choose to use a mail back system, please be certain that your biomedical waste is packaged 
and shipped in a system that is manufactured for "Regulated Medical Waste" and not for "Used Healthcare
Products/Materials." To assist you in determining whether your system complies with the aforementioned 
requirements, please see the reverse page for examples of noncompliant and compliant mail back systems. 

If you have any questions regarding your mail back system, please direct them to your biomedical waste 
coordinator, Drovica Gosein-Rodriguez at 561-837-5980 or Jenelle Williams at (850) 245-4444 ext. 2632. 

Sincerely, 

Drovica Gose in -Rodr iguez  

Environmental Manager
Florida Health Palm Beach County, Division of Environmental Public Health
E-Mail: drovica.gosein-rodriguez@flhealth.gov 

Mission: To protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county and community efforts.

Florida Department of Health, Palm Beach County
Division of Environmental Public Health
800 Clematis Street, West Palm Beach, FL 33402
PHONE: 561-837-5900• FAX 561-837-5295

mailto:drovica.gosein-rodriguez@flhealth.gov


 

 
 
 

 
The packages above DO NOT meet the requirements for biomedical waste transport.  Packages containing biomedical waste 
shall be visibly identifiable.  Biomedical waste packaged and transported as “Used Healthcare Products/Materials” fails to meet
these requirements.  

The packages above DO meet the requirements for biomedical waste transport.  The packages are visibly identifiable with the 
international biological hazard symbol and are transported using the United States Postal Service (USPS®) or a Department 
registered biomedical waste transporter. 


