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What is syndromic surveillance (SS)? Syndromic surveillance is a public health system for detecting and monitoring health events.
Overdose data is reported by emergency departments (EDs) through Early Notification of Community-Based Epidemics (ESSENCE-
FL) and by emergency medical services (EMS) through Biospatial. All overdoses in this report are considered suspected until
thoroughly reviewed. Data is provisional, subject to change, and may not represent the true burden of overdose in the county.

Note: Suspected substances chart does not account for multiple substances (polysubstance). AMA: Against Medical Advice

ED 
Events

678

Peak Day: 
Sunday

Peak Hours: 
7-9pm 

Resources and information at OvercomeOverdosePBC or scan QR code 

Events listed are for all 
substances

Boca Raton had the largest 
increase from the prior 
month, up to 26%.

Delray Beach had the highest 
rate, at 43.7 per 100,000 
population.

Suspected Substance ED Visit Outcome

Discharged
67%

Admitted
16%

Transferred
10%Left AMA

6%

Deceased/ 
Hospice

2%

Note: Rates are adjusted to 2020 population estimates.
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EMS 
Events

416

+2%

-26%
vs last year

vs last month

-7%

-17%
vs last year

vs last month

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpalmbeach.floridahealth.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2FOD2A%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7CWhitney.Vanarsdale2%40flhealth.gov%7Cf5b463273949444a837008dafaf6dd92%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638098235598079270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LAAEXT7rn4PXgeORPWQIHS3eqxu1rl2pa6mPzSZNhn8%3D&reserved=0


MONTHLY HIGHLIGHT

Note: Suspected substances chart does not account for multiple substances (polysubstance).

Overdoses among children and teens aged 0-19 years. Overdose data is reported by EDs in Palm Beach County. All overdoses in
this report are considered suspected until thoroughly reviewed. Data is provisional, subject to change, and may not represent the
true burden of overdose in the county.

Resources and information at OvercomeOverdosePBC or scan QR code 

Suspected Substance Suspected Intention

Accidental/ 
Undetermined

70%

Intentional/ 
Self-Harm

30%

ED Visits by Age Group

ED 
Events   
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Prescription Medications
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-28.40%

-1.30%

-1.70%

350%

28.60%

0.17%

56.50%

-8.34%

26.40%

-5.70%

-10.60%

2.60%

-15.40%

-10.20%

6.40%

14.20%

-5%

-3.80%

Unknown Ethnicity
Hispanic or Latino

Not Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian
Black or African American

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
Other Race

Unknown Race
White

0-4
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35-54
55-74

75+
Female

Male

Percent Change in the Number of All-Drug Overdose-Related 
Emergency Department Visits in 2022 compared to 2021

People aged 75 and older experienced a 14.2% 
increase in the number of all drug-related ED visits

While ED visits among White populations 
decreased by 5.7% in 2022 compared to 2021, 
people who identify as Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander, Asian, and Black or African 
American experienced increases

Small increases in groups with a low number of ED 
visits can result in a high percent increase as seen 
with the American Indian or Alaska Native group 
who experienced 7 additional ED visits, which 
resulted in an inflated 350% increase

+18%

-15%
vs last year

vs last month

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpalmbeach.floridahealth.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2FOD2A%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7CWhitney.Vanarsdale2%40flhealth.gov%7Cf5b463273949444a837008dafaf6dd92%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638098235598079270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LAAEXT7rn4PXgeORPWQIHS3eqxu1rl2pa6mPzSZNhn8%3D&reserved=0
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